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Reading

Reading is one of the most important things
you can do to help your child succeed.
Research evidence shows that your
involvement in your child's reading and
learning is more important than anything else
in helping them to fulfil their potential.

“Parents and the home environment are essential to the early teaching of reading
and fostering a love of reading; children are more likely to continue to be readers in
homes where books and reading are valued” (Clark and Rumbold, 2006).

“Although parental involvement has the greatest effect in the early years, its
Importance to children’s educational and literacy outcomes continues into the
teenage and even adult years” (Desforges and Abouchaar, 2003)

Even if your child is a
confident reader,
reading regularly with
them helps build their
vocabulary and
understanding of the
I world and further
improves their
comprehension skills.




Reading

Twice each year, children are assessed to
provide us with their reading age. This data
is used by the class teacher to ensure all
children receive the support they need in
school.

In the Spring Term, if we have concerns
that your child will not reach the expected
level for Reading by the end of Year 4, we
will send you a letter detailing your child's
up-to-date reading age. We will also offer

advice for what you can do to support
learning and help your child make better
progress in reading to enable them to catch
up with their actual age.




Reading

At Highwoods, we teach six strands of
reading comprehension using the acronym
'VIPERS'. This stands for: Vocabulary,
Inference, Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval
and Summarising. Each of these strands are
taught in daily reading sessions and should
also be practised at home when your child is
reading to you. On the following two pages,
you will find examples of questions that you
can ask your child when reading at home.

- Reading Yipers

Vocabulary

Infer

Predict

Explain

Retrieve

Sequence or Summarise




Vocabulary

Which word tells you that ?

Which key word tells you about the character/
setting/mood?

Find one word in the text which means

Infer

Find and copy a group of words which shows
that :

What voice might these characters use?
What was thinking when ?

Who is telling the story?

Predict

From the cover what do you think this text is
going to be about?

What is happening now? What happened before
this? What will happen after?




Explain
Why is the text arranged in this way?

What is the purpose of this text feature?

Is the use of effective?

Which section was the most interesting/
exciting part?

Retrieve
How would you describe this story/text? What
genre is it? How do you know?

How did ?

How often ?

Who had ? Who is ? Who did
?

What happened to ?

What does do?

What can you learn from this section?
Give one example of ?

Whose perspective is the story told from?

Summarise

What was the first thing that happened in the
story?

Can you number these events 1-5 in the order
that they happened?




Reading

Hearing your child read at home, even if it is
just for 5 minutes each day, can have a
considerable impact on progress. 5 minutes
every day can equate to 155 minutes each
month and 1,860 minutes across the year!

When you do hear your child read, please
make a note of this in their reading record.

In KS2, you will see less comments from
teachers/LSAs in their Reading Records than
in KS1. This is due to the shift to Whole
Class Reading, with less of a focus on 1:1 and
small group reading. Please do not think that
because there is not a comment, your child
is not reading at school. Every child reads
daily at school.




Reading

By the time your child finishes Year 4, they
will have read 7 novels as part of their daily
Whole Class Reading lessons. These are:

o Autumn 1 - Varjak Paw by SF Said

o Autumn 2 - The Lion, The Witch & The
Wardrobe by CS Lewis and The
Christmasaurus by Tom Fletcher

o Spring 1 - Charlotte's Web by EB White

o Spring 2 - Kensuke's Kingdom by Michael
Morpurgo

o Summer 1 - Harry Potter & The
Philosopher’s Stone by JK Rowling

o Summer 2 - Charlie & The Chocolate
Factory by Roald Dahl

These novels are at the heart of our Year 4
English curriculum and the children will take
part in regular Reading and Writing activities
directly linked to these books.



Reading

On a regular basis in class, children volunteer
to verbally recommend to the whole class a
book that they have read and enjoyed. Most
recommendations have taken the form of a
verbal presentation but can be in any form
the child wishes to present. Teachers will
also regularly recommend books that the
children will enjoy.

To see our termly Reading Recommendation
Newsletters from Highwoods, please visit:
https://highwoodsprimary.co.uk/english/ and
scroll down to the ‘reading recommendations’
heading.



https://highwoodsprimary.co.uk/english/

Book Change

Children are encouraged to visit our school
library regularly. We have a great selection
of books and children have their own log-ins
to our library system through thumbprint
recognition.




Spelling

Spelling Homework

Each week, children will receive a small group
of words to learn for spelling homework on
https://spellingframe.co.uk/

Your child will not be tested on these words
but they will be using these spellings for
daily spelling activities in class.

Your support with this is greatly appreciated.

To see all of the spelling rules and words
that your child will learn in Year 4 and
beyond at Highwoods, please visit: https://
highwoodsprimary.co.uk/english/ and scroll
down to the 'spelling’ heading.
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Spelling

Just like with reading, twice each year,
children are assessed to gather data about
their spelling ages. This enables class
teachers to track progress in spelling and
ensure all children receive the support they
need to help them make the best possible
progress with their spelling.

In the Spring Term, if we have concerns
that your child will not reach the expected
level for Spelling by the end of Year 4, we

will send home an extra spelling support

pack. This will usually be if your child is
assessed as having a reading age of at least
9 months below their actual age. Details of

this will follow if and when necessary.

On the next two pages are the spellings your
child will receive over the course of the year
as homework. They are taken from the
National Curriculum for Year 4.



Year 4
Autumn 1

Revision of Y3 spelling rules.

‘s’ sound spelt ‘sc’ (Latin in
origin): science, scene, disci-
pline, fascinate, crescent

Homophones: seen/scene, ball/
bawl, berry/bury

Year 4
Autumn 2

Suffix ‘tion’ if the root word ends
in ‘t’ or ‘te’: invention, injec-
tion, action, hesitation, com-
pletion

Suffix ‘ssion’ if the root word ends
in ‘ss’ or ‘mit’: expression, dis-
cussion, confession, permis-
sion, admission

Suffix ‘sion’ if the root words ends
in ‘s’ or ‘se’: expansion, exten-
sion, comprehension, tension

Suffix ‘cian’ if the root word ends
in ‘c’ or ‘cs’: musician, electri-
can, magician, politician, math-
ematician

Strictly speaking, all of the above

suffixes are either ‘jon’ or ‘ian’ but

clues about whether to use the ‘t’,

‘s’ ‘ss’ or ‘c’ often come from the

last letter of the root word.

Year 4
Spring 1

Words ending in the ‘g’ sound
spelt as ‘gue’: league, tongue,
catalogue

Words ending in the ‘k’ sound
spelt as ‘que’: antique, unique,
plaque




Year 4
Spring 2

Possessive apostrophe with plural
words:

‘s’ is not added if the plural ends in an
‘s’: girls’, boys’, babies’

‘s’ is added if the plural doesn’t end in
an ‘s’: children’s, men’s

Note: singular proper nouns ending in
an ‘s’ will use an apostrophe and ‘s’:
Cyprus’s population

Homophones: not/knot, missed/mist,
rain/rein/reign

Year 4
Summer 1

‘ous’ suffix — usual rules apply for add-
ing suffixes to root words: poison-
ous, dangerous, mountainous, fa-
mous, various, but sometimes there
is no obvious root word: tremen-
dous, enormous, jealous

‘our’ is changed to ‘or’ before ‘ous’ is
added: humorous, glamorous, vigor-
ous

Final ‘e’ of the root word must be kept if
the ‘j’ sound of the ‘g’ is to be kept:
courageous, outrageous

If there is a short ‘i’ sound before the
‘ous’ ending, it is usually spelt as ‘i’
but a few words use ‘e’: serious, ob-
vious, curious, hideous, spontane-
ous, courteous

Homophones: whether/weather, who's/
whose, medal/meddle, affect/effect

Year 4
Summer 2

Revision of all spelling rules, homo-
phones and word list words taught in
Year 3 and 4.




Handwriting in Year 4

In Year 4, Handwriting continues to be a high
priority and the expectation is that children will
be able to consistently join their handwriting
according to our Highwoods Handwriting Poster -
see hext page.

More information on Handwriting at Highwoods can
also be found on: https://highwoodsprimary.co.uk/

english/
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Joins from the bottom:

Joins from the top:

Joins from a loop or line:

Doesn't join easily:




Grammar in Year 4

In Year 4, the expectation is that children will be
able to understand, use and apply the following
grammatical ferms - see list below.

Visit https://highwoodsprimary.co.uk/english/ and
scroll down to the ‘grammar’ heading to view
definitions and examples of each of these
grammar terms.

full stop, capital letter, conjunction, verb, noun,
adjective, adverb, prefix, suffix, clause, fragment,
sentence, main clause, subordinate clause, singular,
plural, proper noun, pronoun, question mark,
exclamation mark, apostrophe, comma, inverted
commas, direct speech, compound word, expanded
noun phrase, statement, command, question,
exclamation, past tense, present tense,
preposition, paragraph, perfect verb form,
consonant, vowel, word family, determiner,
pronoun, possessive pronoun, adverbial, fronted
adverbial
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